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Tolkien Calendar 2017:
A Deep Dive into a Fan
Favorite

The Tolkien Calendar 2017, while
seemingly a simple item, holds a
significant place in the hearts of J.R.R.
Tolkien's vast and devoted fanbase. Its
relevance extends beyond mere
practicality; it represents a year-long
engagement with the rich tapestry of
Middle-earth, a visual and thematic
journey through iconic landscapes,
memorable characters, and pivotal
moments from Tolkien's legendary
works, The Hobbit and The Lord of the
Rings. This article will explore the

multifaceted significance of the Tolkien
Calendar 2017, delving into its design,
its appeal to different segments of the
fandom, its place within the wider
context of Tolkien merchandise, and its
enduring legacy.

Author: This article is written by Elara
Meadowbrook, a passionate Tolkien
scholar with a Master's degree in
English Literature specializing in
fantasy and mythology. Elara has
contributed to numerous online
publications dedicated to Tolkien's
works and has presented papers at
several academic conferences focusing
on the cultural impact of Tolkien's
writing. Her deep understanding of
Tolkien's world and her keen eye for
detail make her uniquely qualified to
discuss the Tolkien Calendar 2017.

Introduction: More Than Just Dates

The Tolkien Calendar 2017 wasn't just
a functional tool for marking
appointments; it was a celebration of
Tolkien's legacy. Its creators
understood the deep connection fans
felt with Middle-earth, recognizing that
a calendar could serve as a portal,
transporting fans back to the magical
realms and epic battles that captivated
their imaginations. This wasn't simply a
matter of slapping images of hobbits
onto a page; it involved careful curation
of imagery and thematic consistency,
reflecting the spirit and atmosphere of
Tolkien's writings.

The Art and Design of the Tolkien
Calendar 2017:

The visual aspect of any Tolkien
Calendar 2017 is crucial. Different
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publishers likely offered varying
designs, but several key elements
probably featured consistently:

Iconic Imagery: Images almost
certainly included iconic scenes and
characters: Bilbo Baggins, Gandalf,
Frodo, Aragorn, Gollum, various
landscapes like Rivendell, Lothlórien,
and Mordor, and potentially key
moments from the books. The artistic
style would likely range from realistic
renderings to more painterly or stylized
approaches, catering to different
aesthetic preferences.
Thematic Organization: The calendar’s
months might have been organized
thematically, perhaps dedicating
specific months to particular characters
or events. For example, December
could feature the Battle of Five Armies,
while September might highlight the
Fellowship’s journey through the Mines
of Moria. Such thematic consistency
enhanced the overall experience.
Calendar Functionality: Despite its
artistic merits, the Tolkien Calendar
2017 was still, fundamentally, a
calendar. The design would have
needed to balance aesthetic appeal

with practical functionality, ensuring
that dates and days were clearly visible
and easy to access. This delicate
balance is critical to the success of such
a product.

Target Audience and Market Appeal of
the Tolkien Calendar 2017:

The Tolkien Calendar 2017 appealed to
a wide spectrum of Tolkien fans:

Casual Fans: For those with a casual
interest in Tolkien's works, the
calendar served as a beautiful and
engaging piece of décor, a visual
reminder of the stories they enjoyed.
The familiar imagery provided an
instant connection to the world of
Middle-earth.
Avid Readers: For those who had read
and reread Tolkien's books countless
times, the calendar offered a chance for
deeper engagement. The imagery
sparked memories, inspired further
reading, and provided a thematic
framework for reflecting on their
favorite aspects of the story.
Collectors: The Tolkien Calendar 2017
became part of a broader collection of

Tolkien-related merchandise. Collectors
valued it not just for its functionality,
but for its rarity, its potential as a
collectible item, and its contribution to
a comprehensive collection of
Tolkieniana.

The Wider Context: Tolkien
Merchandise and its Significance

The Tolkien Calendar 2017 sits within a
vast market of Tolkien-related
merchandise, encompassing everything
from books and films to figurines,
games, and clothing. The sheer volume
and diversity of this merchandise attest
to the enduring popularity and cultural
impact of Tolkien’s works. The calendar
represents a specific niche within this
broader market, appealing to those
seeking a blend of practical utility and
aesthetic appreciation of Tolkien’s
world.

The Enduring Legacy of the Tolkien
Calendar 2017:

While the year 2017 has passed, the
Tolkien Calendar 2017 retains a
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significance for collectors and fans who
acquired it. It serves as a tangible
reminder of a specific point in time, a
moment when the fandom was engaged
with the stories, awaiting potential new
adaptations or scholarly discussions.
For those who cherish their copies, it's
a keepsake, a piece of their personal
history as a fan.

Publisher: The specific publisher of the
Tolkien Calendar 2017 would vary.
Several publishers, including those with
rights to Tolkien’s works, likely
produced calendars in that year. Major
publishers with a strong track record in
licensed merchandise and calendars
would have been likely candidates.
Their reputations would be based on
factors like print quality, artistic
collaboration, and distribution
networks.

Editor: Similarly, the editor for a
particular Tolkien Calendar 2017 would
depend on the specific publisher. The
editor would have been responsible for
overseeing the entire production
process, ensuring the accuracy of the

calendar's dates and coordinating the
artistic aspects with the publisher’s
design team. Their expertise would
likely lie in editorial management and
potentially a familiarity with Tolkien’s
works.

Summary:

The Tolkien Calendar 2017 was more
than a simple calendar; it was a curated
journey through the beloved world of
Middle-earth. Its design, incorporating
iconic imagery and thematic
organization, catered to both casual
and dedicated fans. Its place within the
larger market of Tolkien merchandise
underlines the enduring appeal of
Tolkien's writings. While 2017 has
passed, the calendar continues to hold
significance as a collectible item and a
personal memento for fans who
acquired one. Different publishers
likely produced various versions of the
Tolkien Calendar 2017, each reflecting
variations in artistic styles and design
choices. The enduring legacy of the
calendar lies in its ability to transport
fans back to Middle-earth, year after
year, solidifying its place in the history

of Tolkien fandom and merchandise.
The calendar’s success depended on
the skillful collaboration between
publisher, editor, and artists in
achieving a balance between practical
function and aesthetic representation of
the unique world created by J.R.R.
Tolkien. Ultimately, the Tolkien
Calendar 2017 served as a powerful
testament to the ongoing relevance and
enduring popularity of Tolkien's literary
creations.
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